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Dear Harold : 

I'm going tc ask your indulgence with respect, to this ruled note book 
paper in lieu of proper writing stationery. Everything had been cleaned & 
"tidied up" (sic) in my study while I was away (like the first autopsy re- 
port) so I haven’t been able to locate all my supplies etc. 

The Burke tape arrived and I'm playing my copy (which I made last night) 
for Maggie & Penn Jones on Sunday. Penn arrives on Saturday and his West 
Coast agent has made me a little upset about delaying so long in arranging 
appearances for his visit. I think this has been poorly handled and I would 
say so to Penn but he is so casual and unconcerned about these things that I 
don't think it would have any effect on him. Mrs. Jones will be traveling with 
him and they will stay through Tuesday. Maggie had offered her house, which 
is large, commodious and well staffed. It is ideally located as well, but I 
think inasmuch as Penn has never met Maggie or Mr. Field that he is relic tant 
to accept. They will probably stay at a motel which I will insist upon as 
to its proximity to my place as I will be driving them around. Penn will 

appear on the Louis Lomax TV show which is not as good as Mort Sahl's program, 

my first choice. Lane scored tremendously on Sahl's show two weeks ago and 
as a result hid shock is completely sold out here. Inquest and The Oswald Affair 
are simply not moving. Someone from one of the large "bookstores in Los Angeles 
called tc ask me what to push and I replied "Whitewash" and Lane or "Whitewash" 
and Sauvage or simply "Whitewash" which we all feel here is the essential vol- 
ume. The only other engagement I lined up for Penn is a radio interview on 

KPFK, sister station to WBAI*fta in New York, one of the Pacifica group. It will, 
I hope, be the first In a series in which I'll interview the major personal- 
ities such as yourself, Sylvia, Popkin, Enstein etc. It largely depends of 

course on how exciting Penn and I can make this first broadcast. I know he 

tended to sit back a little when he was on with you in New York. 

A? for the Burke tape all I can say is that I don't know how you held 

back from committing mayhem on tie two lawyers, Mansdorf and Dansig, They 
were real "gems"! Once they shut up the tape becomes really interesting when 
you have a chance to present the facts. Very good indeed. I'm most grateful 
to have it and will return it promptly together with Life magaxine for Nov 29 
1963. Is that as good as the Memorial Edition? I don’t think it's the one 
you want but I'll send it if it'll be helpful. Let me know. 

In my phone conversation with you from Houston I think I expressed my 
regret in not transmitting promptly to you Lillian Castellano's evaluation of 
how to go about approaching Willis: a right winger, blow-hard, friend of L.B.J. 
Those are her descriptive words. Also, she felt one had to appeal to his sense 
of history. I think she meant his "place in history" by vittue of the oho to - 
graphic record he had made of an historic event of such magnitude. She- wanted 
me to also caution you that his pictures are all copyrighted, which I assumed, 
naturally, you know. In any case you seemed satisfied with his non-response. 

Lillian is stil? deeply enmeshed in helping her husband to recover. I 
know now that he did have a setback after I left for Texas. And has recently 
been moved to the Veterans Hospital in Santa Monica. Probably because of the 
costs of treating him atMt. Sinai Hosoital. And then, too, I think she is 
mostllikely taking on the major nursing duties during the day. Remember she 
has left the house before 8:00 in the morning and returns after 10:00 p.m. 
in the evening. Maggie Wants to help in some way (perhaps or probably financial) 
but I'm sure she hasn't had that long a conversation with Lillian to find out 
just what her most pressing needs haDDen t.o be. Our last word is that he, Mr. 

C. is "somewhat better". Lillian has been invited to meet Penn on Sunday but 
her resoonse was understandably apathetic and detached. I think her work on 
the case is really at an end for some time. Time will tell. And then she has 
some of your material and all the clippings on the case that come from the 
service we pay for, so we haven't seen all the out of town stuff in the last 
month. I'll just have to arrange to go and retrieve it. 

Did Sylvia send you information on Joachim Joesten's monographs soon to 
appear detailing in English "Oswald's role as a spy for the CIA." Joesten has 
aocused L$don B. Johnson of "having usurped Dresidential power in November 1963. 
by backing the cospiracy to assassinate his predecessor, President John F. 
Kennedy." Seven books in the series, $30 a copy or $200 for the set. I'd want 
to see one before I plunked down any money. Subscriptions are to be addressed 
to him at 78°1 GurtwdI, Germany which seems like an inadeouate address. Sylvia 
sent me the poop on that. You knew from Penn, too, that lee Bowers was dead. 

I think I told you that on the phone. 
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Popkin's book is really an expanded form of his article in NT Review of Books 
with some excerpts from the Greater Philadelphia magazine, a judgment on the 
Knebel piece with resoect to the autopsy and nine appendices. Avon & NTR are 
joint publishers. Pd heard about its existence when I was in Dallas, The 
piece was given a French translation, perhaps by Popkin himself, and appeared 
in two consecutive issues of Le Nouvel Observateur under the title "Oswald n'a 
pas tue". This wa? followed a week or so ago by a long article in L'Express 
by Hugh Trevor Roper which pointed to the newly revived interest in the case 
and recapitulated his doubts of the Warren Commissions investigation. And 
interest in Europe, especially on the Continent is very high now according to 
Maggie. She brought back a piece by Anthony Howard from the London Observer 
that was rather well done I thought. Perhaps some of this material can be 
Xeroxed and sent to you. And then Books for Sept 66 which you've undoubtedly 
seen was interesting for a variety of ihinT , especially the Galbraith item. 

Now to my Dallas visit. Penn met me atthe airport and we went immed- 
iately to the site. I could sense it some minutes before we arrived and prac- 
tically divined (sic) its location - from behind long in advance of our arrival. 

The first imnression that hits one is the comDactness the area. It is not 
nearly as vast or spread-out, distended as the photographs indicate. Enlarge- 
ments always, to me at least, blow up some particular area and then you try to 
imagine the other areas in the same dimensions and you arrive at a rather dis- 
torted picture. Here, then, everything is so close that you can move very 
quickly from the underpass to Brennan's Dosition to Zapruder to the Depository 
stens. Quite amazing, believe me. So there were no echoes. That is, until 
such time as acoutical tests are made , I would be very skeptical of that 
argument. Then, too, I found I could easily identify pedple in the windows 
of the depository at 9:00 a.m. or 3:55 in the afternoon. The closer one got 
the better. Rit I could make out people from the corner of Houston & Main l 
Not the sixth floor, mind you, b \t others. Especially the 7th where the windows 
open more. I would say the figures there were standing not kneeling and I could 
estimate weight, age and color of clothing, hair etc. On the 7th cartons were 
stacked around the window, much as they were in the early reconstruction photos. 

I felt that anyone firing’ fer the exposed portion of the monument on the grassy 
knoll would have considerable trouble avoiding immediate detection. I further 
felt that firing from the back of the semi-circle portion of the pergola would 
have had to be standing on something to do so and that from either side would 
be terribly exposed to detection. The wooden fence, however, seems to offer 
distinct advantages to someone who wanted a fairly eood view of the street and 
maximum concealment from the crowd. Although at the time I took my pictures 
I was worried by the foliage that se**med to be obstructing the view of Elm and 
momentarily doubted that one could fire or wculd fire from here without being 
easily apprehended. The Dave Lifton theories are strongly challenged by a visit 
tc the site. Very sobering indeed. But when I returned and developed my 
photos I felt the wooden picket fence might well be the spot where some of the 
shots came from. In fact, I'd like you to use one of these photos in your 
seouel. I think it can be most suggestive. The shot of the road and Depository 
from the Altgens position as indicated by Penn (I hope he correctly placed me) 
was overexposed on the right side and I'm just sick about it, but think it will 
be helpful and I'm having a copy of the slide made for you. It shows the sixth 
floor window of the Depository! 1 It also shows the archway of new signs across 
Elm. 

Friday p,um. The copy or print from the slide is ready and I'm enclosing it 
in this letter. It's a little faded compared tc the slide, but I hope still 
useful. Tell me if you would like prints of the view from behind the picket 
fence. 1 just scored another coup by getting Penn cn the Pamela Mason show. 

This is a real plus. So he has three appearances here. (I only wish it were 
your book and you, but that will come in time, I hope) There might have been 
more had it not been due to the negligence of his literary agent. I had a 
real tangle with him last night. He's completely ignorant of the case and 
doesn't give a damn about it. Maybe that's not essential to getting the book 
over, but it would help. Getting back to Dallas: I declined a dinner meeting 
with Marguerite Oswald preferring to chat with Penn instead. The following 
morning we toured the Oak Cliff area and I learned what it meant when Earlene 
Roberts said Oswald crossed the street to wait for the bus. I hadn't visual- 
ized it Quite that way. We then guided Lane's assistant director, Richard 
Stark, and a helicopter in which he was flyine over the various ke£ land- 
marks. This was for the Russell Foundation in London and I thought not 

terribly useful. After another visit to the site we drove tc Red Bird field 
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SUNDAY Oct 9, 1966: 

I know this is rfdiculous and apologies are worthless. Penn has come and gone, 
and Lillian’s husband died the Tuesday before his arrival. We only heard this 
when Ray Marcus contacted Lillian’s niece the Sunday morrp "g we stopped for lunch 
with lav and his wife. He apparently had been returned home only to have recurring 
headaches and then was Dut back in hospital and shortly thereafter died. She, 

Lillian has not communicated with us, would not see Penn and me when we went to 
pay our respects. She is taking it very hard, but we only feel that when she returns 
to the case will she snap out of it. It’s been terrible. The point of the tragedy 
is that a brain tumor went, probably, unnoticed until it was too late and that an 
early diagnosis at Mr. Sinai was a stroke! 

Penn made a warm friendly impression on everybody. Pamela Mason's interview of 
him came over very well. The Lomax show was aired at 10:30 of an evening but 
Penn didn't come on until we'd had an hour of Bishop Pike and twenty minutes of 
some palmistry nut, so much of the audience had probably gotten tired and tuned 
off by twelve fifteen a.m. when Penn appeared. His sincerety still was apparent, 
and he made an impact. 

Sunday Oct 25 was Maggie's party. Ray Marcus didn't attend because of pressing 
family obligations (sic) which really meant he wasn't going to be therp if Dave 
Lifton appeared. You musn't mention to Ray that I told you this when he visits 
you in the next few weeks, but it’s a fact and Maggie s.imply had to have tfave 
there. So Penn, Elie and I had brunch with Ray & Leetha as I have already men- 
tioned. before going on to Maggie's. There were Stanley Schinebaum from the Center 
of Democratic Institutions at Santa Barbara, two people from Pickwick Bookstore, 
the two distributors of Penn's book, a few friends of Maggie's and mine and Dave 
Lifton apart from the Jones family, Mr. Field, Maggie and myself. It was, as 
is always with Maggie, lovelv and elegant with fine food and drink. Penn was 
in ratre form, and the stories of Dallas flowed almost ebulliently from his 13os. 

His horrified listeners maintained an enforced silence. With one exception: Dave 
Lifton never shut up. He was absolutely impossible. No wonder Ray wouldn't appear 
It was ray first meeting with him and I was exhausted after a few minutes. He had 
some of the Willis slides and I thought he meant to giv c the impression that he’d 
broken the case singlebandedlv! It was the only blotch on an otherwise perfect 
evening. I moved Penn out of the Biltmore to a few blocks from myhouse as ELlie 
went to Claremont for «fiwo days of visits with old Dallas hands. I was really 
too tired to do justice to either myself or Penn in my inter! ew of him next 
morning at KPFK, but he pulled us through magnificently and made a good strong 
impression in an uninterrupted U5 minute exchange. Lunch, a late one, followed 
at Maggie, and a swim followed by cocktails with Mort Sahl who arrived with 
Ray Marcus for a fascinating colloquy of his impressions of Washington, D.C. from 
which he'd just returned. Pretty bleak. And combi® d with the emotionally bur- 
dening one of Penn's the effect of gloom that descended on most of u§, it has been 
hard to dispel. Sahl mentioned Penn on his show last Friday and may have him on 
for a special appearance, but it couldn't be worked out when Penn was here. 

On Thursv last Mark Lane arrived and came here Friday afternoon from a UCLA press 
conference. I taped him right in my home. He was pleasant enough in* a kind of 
laconic and "loner" way. The Holt Rinehart man whc accompanied him was a walking 
"llurb" for Lane's book: "The on'ly book really." I demurred and brought up White- 
wash (also in the taping) but- they were so intoxicated with their success thaS 
it mattered little. Lane went on and on and I'm eoine to have to edit the tape 
severely. He started readine correspondence between Liebler and Rankin on the 
missing road siens. These letters were given him by Lifton. I '-•as so taken aback 
that I didn't have presence of mind to ask him how these had come into his oossessi on. 
Earlier in the day he had an abortive confrontation with Liebler at the university's 
Student Union. Liebler challenged him to a debate and it may be set up, but I 
think it rather unlikely. Lane will sign autographs at Pickwick Monday night accord- 
ing to the paper this morning and leave s then on Tuesday for San Francisco. There 
were a number of tactical errors Lane made at the press conference and Liebler wants 
to answer them. And, get this, David Lifton is helping Liebler prepare his rebuttal 
to Lane's contentions! I think this is absolutely shocking. Dave has turned into 
another Jones Harris. He is beyond redemption in my book and I think you must be 
very guarded if you continue to write to him. He misrepresented you at Mageie's 
party on at least one occassion. 

We would , of course, be eager and ready to read your senuel and offer what suggestions 
we could. I think I probably have more time than Maggie or Ray, but I think that it 


be of more value for them to give it careful tstudy than me alone. Sylvia 
wants Maggie to index and cataiibgue all her clippings from the press and 
magazines, which may take Maggie months. So I'm not sure how much attention 
she could give. But both she and Ray expressed interest and willingness to 
helD in any way they can. 

You cans ee me on "Pistols And -Petti coats" sometime next month I 
should think. I don’t recall the name of the episode. I play Clarence 
O’Day of the O’Day Corral. It should be fairly amusing. I. filmed that 
right after Penn left and together with rehearsals for some dramatic 
readings is the reason for the long delay in getting this letter off to you. 
I’ve en.loyed t talking briefly with your wife, for whom the Joneses have 
especially warm and friendly feelings as indeed they dc for you yourself. 
Certainly, my hope is that the two of you can came here soon in connection 
with the promotion of your book. If that is not possible I’ll endeavor to 
visit you there for a recorded interview. 


Best Wishes, 


